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Every month we are going to highlight different Rules of Golf and concentrate on
those which are commonly found in the average round of golf.

On the Putting Green (Rules 16 and 17)
You may mark, lift and clean your ball on the putting green; always replace it on the
exact spot.(Rule 16-1b)

You may repair ball 
marks and old hole
plugs, but not any other
damage, such as spike
marks. 
(Rule 16-1c)

When making a stroke 
on the putting green, you
should ensure that the
flagstick is removed or
attended. The flagstick
may also be removed or
attended when the ball
lies off the putting green. 
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A player may clean
a ball by rubbing it
on the green,
providing he doesn’t
test the green’s
surface, such a
method of cleaning 
a ball is not
recommended
Decision 16-1d/5.

A player may not repair spike
damage if it might subsequently 
assist him.

May I adjust the
flagstick so that is leaning

away from me?

No. You may
centre it, remove it

or I’ll attend 
it for you. 
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